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upon empty stomachs. Along the central route
a chain of supply depots had been established as far
as the limited transport allowed. At one depot it is
said that the supplies consisted of 105 tons of biscuits,
24 of dates, and 4 of olives. But the Turkish daily
ration during the march, of 600 grammes of biscuit,
150 grammes of dates, and 9 grammes of tea, would
be meagre fare for European troops, nor would an
officer accustomed to more luxurious accommodation
than the Turk appreciate a baggage allowance of
only 5 kilogrammes. No tents were taken on the
march, and all ranks slept under the stars. March
discipline was easy, and the columns were not
pressed. Desertion probably was fairly frequent,
since the troops were warned, time and again, that the
penalty of that crime was death. Strangely enough,
tKe Expeditionary Corps appears to have suffered less
from thirst than from cold. So uncomfortable were
the nights from this cause that the troops were
unable to sleep : and the column rested by day and
marched at night. Altogether, the Turkish Staff
deserve congratulation for the measures which they
took to husband the strength of the troops. An
undated letter found upon the body of a Turkish
soldier, killed before Tussum, is testimony of their
care. * By the grace of the Highest,' the writer
begins, c we have reached the Canal in perfect health*
If I were to say that we had endured no fatigue
I should be lying. A march across a vast desert
evidently must be difficult. But thanks to our

mounted Arab volunteers; 6 engineer companies; I field telegraph
section;  and I field hospital.    Total strength :   16,642  men, 968
horses, 2,000 camels, and 328 oxen.
2nd Echelon:

loth Infantry Division with divisional artillery; and one squadron
of cavalry.

1st Echelon began the march on the Canal on the I4tb January.
Army Head-quarters and 2nd Echelon followed a day later,
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